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GeoPlace	and	Government
Investigate	Unique	Identifiers	for
Addresses	and	Streets

As	part	of	the	Prime	Minister’s	London	Tech	Week	roundtable	today,	the	Government	has
announced	that	key	parts	of	the	Ordnance	Survey	MasterMap	will	be	made	openly
available	for	the	public	and	businesses	to	use.

GeoPlace	will	work	with	the	Geospatial	Commission,	the	LGA,	the	Improvement	Service
(on	behalf	of	Scottish	Local	Government),	and	Ordnance	Survey	to	investigate	opening	up
the	key	identifiers	UPRN	and	USRN,	together	with	their	respective	geometries,	for	the
whole	of	Great	Britain	under	OGL	terms.

This	work	will	protect	the	integrity	and	authority	of	these	identifiers,	to	provide	both
businesses	and	public-sector	organisations	with	the	confidence	to	continue	to	rely	on

these	within	their	own	products	and	services,	without	restricting	their	ability	to	use	and	benefit	from	them.	The	generation	and	management
of	the	UPRN	and	USRN	will	remain	in	the	ownership	of	GeoPlace.

GeoPlace	integrates	and	validates	address	data	from	local	authorities	and	several	national	organisations	to	produce	the	AddressBase
product	set	that	is	licensed	to	the	market	by	Ordnance	Survey.	Similarly,	it	brings	together	street	data	from	174	local	highway	authorities
and	four	other	national	organisations	to	aggregate	the	National	Street	Gazetteer	where	the	USRN	is	used	to	underpin	the	coordination	of
street	works	through	a	noticing	application.

Nick	Chapallaz,	Managing	Director	of	GeoPlace	said	“GeoPlace	is	central	to	the	continued	provision	of	a	definitive	high-quality	source	of
UPRNs	and	USRNs.	These	unique	identifiers	automate	data	sharing	-	delivering	better	services	and	outcomes	for	businesses	and
citizens.	The	objective	is	that	no	public-sector	address	appears	without	a	UPRN	and	no	street	without	a	USRN.	Government	recognises
that	the	quality	of	the	data	is	sacrosanct.	We	will	work	with	Government,	the	Local	Government	Association	and	Ordnance	Survey	to
maintain	data	quality,	without	impacting	on	the	workload	of	local	authority	data	Custodians	and	our	other	key	data	supply	partners.”

For	more	information	visit:

www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/about/news/2018/mastermap-announcement.html

www.gov.uk/government/news/unlocking-of-governments-mapping-and-location-data-to-boost-economy-by-130m-a-year

www.gov.uk/government/publications/mastermap-announcement-narrative
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