MapAction Strengthens
Disaster Management in
Southeast Asia

The ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster
management (AHA Centre), set up to facilitate cooperation and coordination
of disaster management, has entered into a formal partnership with
humanitarian mapping charity MapAction. The Memorandum of Intent was
signed by Adelina Kamal, Executive Director of the AHA Centre, and
MapAction Chief Executive Liz Hughes, during the 8th Meeting of the
Governing Board of the AHA Centre held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

The two organisations are working together to build mapping and information
management capacity among humanitarian actors in the ASEAN region as
well as help them prepare for a disaster by putting in place essential
geospatial information and resources. MapAction will also be called upon to
provide mapping and information management support in the event of a disaster in Southeast Asia, both in-country and
remotely, as needed.

Liz Hughes said, “Humanitarian emergencies often strike without warning and the challenge for those responding is to know
where to start. They need information about what help is needed and where, as well as the status of roads and other
infrastructure, as quickly as possible. Conveying this information visually in the form of maps and data visualisations helps to
create a shared operational picture for aid agencies, governments and local partners, which is vital for a coordinated and
effective response.”

Adelina Kamal said, “MapAction’s expertise and experience in humanitarian mapping and information management will be very
valuable for the AHA Centre, as well as for our ASEAN Emergency Response and Assessment Team or ASEAN-ERAT
members, who have been trained together with the MapAction team in recent years. The knowledge and practical skills shared
by MapAction through joint training and exercises will allow the AHA Centre and our ASEAN-ERAT members to better assist the
disaster-affected country and enhance coordination with other humanitarian actors in line with the spirit of One ASEAN One
Response.”

MapAction’s participation in the joint training exercises and activities with the AHA Centre and ASEAN-ERAT members is
funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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